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Since the inception of the award-winning Sidewalk Film 
Festival in 1998, we have been committed to fulfilling the 
Sidewalk mission: to inspire, encourage, and support 
filmgoers, the Birmingham community and filmmaking in 
Alabama. We have also been committed to Birmingham’s 
historic theatre district for the past 19 years, hosting our 
annual event, the acclaimed Sidewalk Film Festival, in the 
area well before redevelopment efforts were underway. 
Sidewalk has contributed to increased interest in 
independent film production and exhibition in Birmingham, 
with record ticket sales, attendance, submissions, and 
press coverage each year notably since 2009.

With an audience base of 14,000+, Sidewalk has been recognized as a top tier film festival by 
Time magazine, The Washington Post, USA Today, and most recently as one of the “Top 25 

Coolest Film Festivals in the World,” by MovieMaker magazine (2014, 2015). In 2017, MovieMaker 
called Sidewalk one of the “Top Fifty Film Festivals Worth the Entry Fee”. The economic impact 
to the community is $1.4 million annually according to the Greater Birmingham Convention and 

Visitors Bureau, and this number continues to grow each year.

14,000+ TOP 25$1.4 MILLION
audience base annual economic impact coolest film festivals

(MovieMaker magazine)

EVERY GREAT  
CITY DESERVES  
A GREAT CINEMA
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IT IS TIME FOR SIDEWALK TO HAVE A PERMANENT HOME IN THE PLACE WE’VE 
ALWAYS CALLED HOME—THE HISTORIC THEATRE DISTRICT. 

The Sidewalk Cinema + Film Center will be that home. This facility will offer three services:

•  Provide a fixed venue entertainment option for local exhibition of independent and unique repertory 
films seven days a week. 

•  Offer media / technology education and professional development opportunities for students, 
working filmmakers, and the community at large.

•  Drive the continuing revitalization of the theatre district and downtown Birmingham, and contribute 
to the community’s pride of place. 

The art of cinema is underrepresented in our community. In fact, Birmingham has no screens dedicated 
to independent cinema. Why does this matter? It is true that film entertains, but it does so much more. 
It educates, persuades, and motivates us to act. It has real impact. Recall some of your favorite films 
and how they made you feel. Sidewalk Cinema will integrate film into the artistic landscape of central 
Alabama in a meaningful, permanent way through not only the exhibition of film, but also the cultivation 
of a more vibrant local film community. Currently, there is no community gathering place for people 
who are filmmakers or film lovers. The Sidewalk Cinema + Film Center will fill a void for regular nightly 
entertainment in the city center.

According to a report by the Cultural Alliance of Greater Birmingham, in 2014 there were over 5,000 
people working directly in film and media in the metropolitan area. This report specifically highlights the 
absence of an independent cinema stating, “The area lacks an art house for independent and foreign 
cinema or an independent movie theater. Those in the industry recognize that the city has many theaters 
but not for independent films.” The Sidewalk Cinema + Film Center will serve the casual moviegoer, the 
serious film enthusiast, and those who work in the industry. 

 
BENEFITS TO THE COMMUNITY 

All one has to do is look back a decade and recall the inactivity in downtown Birmingham. The Sidewalk 
Cinema + Film Center— along with the recently restored Lyric Theatre — are an integral part of the 
revitalization taking place in the Theatre District.  

The Cinema + Film Center will serve five functions:

•  Showcase the latest independent and art house films, as well as classic films, none of which are 
regularly available in a theatrical setting in the Birmingham-metro area.

•  Use film as a catalyst to foster public engagement and open discussion about issues that are 
important locally, regionally, nationally, and internationally.

•   Attract film enthusiasts throughout the region and state.

•  Enrich the arts and cultural scene in Birmingham and develop the filmmaking community in 
Alabama.

•  Provide another entertainment option for the increasing group of individuals choosing to live and 
work downtown.

THE SIDEWALK 
CINEMA + FILM 
CENTER PROJECT
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Sidewalk Film Festival draws visitors 
nationally and from 122 different zip codes 
throughout the state. Over 70% of festival 

attendees live within 10 miles of downtown 
Birmingham and will now be able to enjoy 

Sidewalk events 360 days per year. In 
addition, Sidewalk hosts 40 other events in 
downtown Birmingham throughout the year.  

Attendance has demonstrated interest in 
independent film beyond the festival.  

MAP OF THE THEATRE DISTRICT

As downtown Birmingham continues to grow and become a larger hub for artists, entrepreneurs, and other 
professionals, now is the time to build on Sidewalk’s success and provide Birmingham with a dynamic  
film center.

THE LOCATION AND PHYSICAL SPACE

The Pizitz building, a professionally managed mixed-use development of Bayer Properties:

•  Contains an 11,000-square foot cinema venue.

•  Will host two 100-seat, state-of-the-art theatrical screening venues. 

•  Will have interior design that will pay visual tribute to the artistic and industrial heritage of Birmingham.

•  Will contain a lounge with full bar service and a carefully curated concession menu.

•  Will develop ultramodern spaces to host Sidewalk’s numerous educational and outreach programs.

•  Anchors a premier food hall and 143 residential apartments. 

•  Will have security, general maintenance, and valet parking for patrons.

•  Will have an attached parking garage in which our patrons can safely self-park their automobiles.

 
WHY THE PIZITZ BUILDING? 

 
Sidewalk has long been interested in building a permanent home that screens high quality films every 
day, includes a home for patrons, has convenient offices that host the organization’s staff, and provides a 
permanent location for educational programs and discussions. Located in the heart of Birmingham’s theatre 
district, the Pizitz building is the optimal venue for the Sidewalk Cinema + Film Center, and we liked the idea 
of a professionally managed building that would give support to Sidewalk and the thousands of its patrons 
who desire a permanent home.

122 4070+%
number of zip codes throughout 

Alabama that Sidewalk Film 
Festival draws visitors from

percentage of festival attendees 
that live within 10 miles of 

downtown Birmingham 

number of additional 
events currently hosted 

by Sidewalk per year

A POPULATION NEARBY WITH A 
DEMONSTRATED INTEREST IN CINEMA: 
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Construction, Furniture, Fixtures, and Equipment (FF&E) $2,939,440

$1,000,000

$350,000

$250,000

$200,000

$248,000

$4,987,440

Lease to Purchase Fund 

Operating Reserves

Construction Loan (Interest and Fees)

Professional Fees & Services (fundraising, marketing, 
architecture, design, and consulting)

TOTAL

Start-up/Operating Funds (staffing, supplies & office equipment, 
film rentals/screening fees)

PROGRAM 
& IMPACT

PROJECT BUDGET

This project will dramatically expand 
Sidewalk’s total program and impact. 
Sidewalk has established three goal 
areas and supporting programs for each.
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INDEPENDENT 
CINEMA

GOAL

1

Provide a fixed venue for daily 
local exhibition of independent 
and repertory films.
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SAMPLE OF PLANNED NEW PROGRAMS:  

•  Daily Programming: 

 »  Contemporary and repertory films

 »  Narrative, documentary, and experimental films

 »  Foreign, domestic, and local films

 »  Feature length and short form films

•  Micro Festivals: 

 »  African American Film Festival 

 »  Asian Film Festival 

 »  Bollywood Film Festival 

 »  Jewish Film Festival 

 »  Science Fiction Festival 

 »  Youth Film Festival 

•  Screening Series:

 »  Back in Time: Classic and cult classic films 

 »  Life & Liberty: Civil and human rights films 

 »  Lunch Break Shorts: Themed shorts blocks for the downtown office crowd 

 »  Saturday Morning Cartoons: a selection of vintage cartoons and commercials 

 »  Seasonal Series: Genre films that celebrate timely holidays 

 »  Stars Fall on Alabama: Famous films made by or starring native Alabamians 

 »  Women in Film: Feature films from female directors and writers 

•  Additional Uses of Space:

 »  Special event, party, and meeting rentals 

EXISTING PROGRAMS TO BE CONTINUED: 

•  Sidewalk Film Festival: The annual August festival screens over 250 films across 10 screens in 
downtown Birmingham in just two short days, all with the help of 800+ volunteers.

•  Shout LGBTQ Film Festival: The August festival highlights LGBTQ cinema showcasing 
approximately 10 feature films annually.

FILM / MEDIA 
& TECHNOLOGY 
EDUCATION

GOAL

2

Offer educational and 
professional development 
opportunities for students, 
working filmmakers and the 
community at large.
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Networking, access to new technologies, and continued educational opportunities are crucial for those 
involved or interested in the ever-changing film industry, especially in a community with few industry 
specific resources. The education space in the Sidewalk Cinema + Film Center will provide thoughtful 
programming that reaches and inspires all ages and levels of experience and demographic groups.

SAMPLE OF PLANNED NEW PROGRAMS:  

•  Book to Movie Club: Screening and discussion groups that read novels and watch the films those 
novels inspired

 »  Young Adult: Harry Potter, The Fault in Our Stars, The Hunger Games, etc.

 »  Classic Literature/Cult Classics: Emma & Clueless, The Scarlet Letter & Easy A

•  Film Appreciation and Critical Studies Workshops: Academic screening and discussion series 
that focus on a specific genre, topic, or filmmaker, such as:

 »  A representation of space in the sci-fi genre

 »  Early non-fiction film

 »  Alfred Hitchcock

• Filmmaker in Residence: Application-based opportunity for independent filmmakers, providing 
access to administrative support as well as film center and cinema facilities

• Summer Film Camp for Kids: Week-long day camp programs for elementary, middle, and high 
school students interested in filmmaking

“As a teenager, I screened a homemade Kung Fu movie at 
Sidewalk in front of hundreds of people and was hooked. I 
entered high school competitions, competing against adults 
in the 48-hour filmmaking scrambles, went to every festival, 
interned for the festival, and earned other internships because 
of people I met at the festival. I had no film program in high 
school. Now I’m a working writer/director, and it’s because 
of Sidewalk. I can’t think of a better next step than a year-
round movie theater for aspiring filmmakers and film lovers.  
Supporting the arts can change someone’s life.” 

–DANIEL SCHEINERT, WRITER / DIRECTOR / BIRMINGHAM NATIVE 

Best Director, Swiss Army Man, Sundance Film Festival (2016)

Best Director, Turn Down For What, MTV Music Awards (2014)

“CLASSROOM SET-UP” EVENT

19Starring Harry Potter’s Daniel Radcliffe



EXISTING PROGRAMS TO BE CONTINUED AND EXPANDED:

•  Sidetalks:  Free hour-long panels during the Sidewalk Film Festival, covering a variety of topics of 
interest to filmmakers and film buffs 

•  Sidewalk Salon: Free monthly networking and educational meetings for local filmmakers 

•  Sidewalk Scramble: Timed filmmaking competition and subsequent screening (currently an annual 
program, expanding to bi-annual) 

•  Sidewalk Technology & Technique Workshops: Seminars providing hands-on film and media 
experiences (currently a quarterly program, expanding to monthly) 

•  Sidewalk Youth Board: A program for select high school students from across the metro area 
who are interested in film production and film festival programming

•  Screentalks: A monthly documentary screening series that focuses on contemporary issues and 
allows for dialogue around each film, with a panel or round table discussion 

 ECONOMIC 
IMPACT

GOAL

3

The Sidewalk Cinema + Film 
Center will strategically drive 
the continuing revitalization 
of the theatre district and 
downtown Birmingham, and 
contribute to the community’s 
pride of place. 

SIDEWALK YOUTH BOARD
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For nearly two decades, Sidewalk has been critical to the redevelopment of the theatre district and the 
associated economic development efforts of the City of Birmingham, REV Birmingham, and Innovation 
Depot, among others. Via its Cinema + Film Center project, Sidewalk will take its impact on the theatre 
district to a dramatic new level. 

Revenues will come from membership fees, ticket sales, concessions, venue rentals, merchandise, 
souvenirs, advertising, and educational workshops.

REV Birmingham profiles the City Center of Birmingham to be the 360-block area bounded by 12th 
Avenue N, 12th Avenue S, Hwy 31, and I-65. In the City Center, there are approximately 11,337 
residents, including residents of existing condos, apartments, student housing, public housing, and units 
under construction. In addition to residents, the City Center swells by 80,000 daytime workers who come 
into the city each day for employment.

In the 2016 Art House Convergence, the fourth national survey of 38 art houses and cinema theaters, 
survey respondents reported seeing 34 films per year, while art house attendees report seeing half of 
their movies per year at their favorite, local art house. Art house loyalists are passionate about art house 
movie theaters and about movies. They are members, supporters, and champions.

With over 14,000 patrons of the Sidewalk Film Festival, the new Cinema + Film Center plans to meet this 
growing demand in the community with screenings 360 days of the year.

ESTIMATED CINEMA + FILM CENTER IMPACT:  

•  Foot traffic. Generate 58,000 attendees in new foot traffic in the theatre district on a daily basis. 

•  Increased Sales Tax. Stimulate the local economy through membership fees, ticket sales, 
concessions and merchandise sales within our space that is estimated to generate $1,071,000 in 
sales resulting in $107,000 local sales tax on an annual basis.

•  Secure local, regional, national, and international press coverage, which will bring positive attention 
to Birmingham.

•  Foster the type of environment that appeals to the sought-after creative class and the companies 
that employ them.

•  Work with the newly formed Film Birmingham film office, housed within Create Birmingham, to 
recruit and support film projects in our city and broader metro area.

•  Create eight full-time and 10 hourly positions that will generate $460,000 in annual payroll, which 
will be spent locally.

*Projected estimates are for year five of the Cinema + Film Center.

“The Sidewalk Cinema promises 
to add vibrancy to downtown 
and be a catalyst for further 
revitalization. However, its 
greatest contribution to our 
community will be that it is 
one more cultural asset that 
positions Birmingham to attract 
talent and companies that will 
fuel our economic engine.”

–DAVID FLEMING, CEO, REV BIRMINGHAM
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PIZITZ RENDERING

“Welcome to Cool Town, USA. ‘I’ve developed 
a good little crush on Birmingham, thanks to 
Sidewalk,’ says a panelist. ‘It’s a dynamic city 
emerging as one of the capitals of the new 
South—with tons of new places and creative 
spaces popping up.’ Besides an annual who’s 
who of circuit favorites, notoriously inventive 
parties (one from this year: ‘Barbecue, 
beer, mini golf, mechanical pigs’ at an iron 
furnace-come-national landmark), and a 
filmmaker retreat in Red Mountain Park, 
Sidewalk hosts year-long film education 
programs for the local indie community.”

–MOVIEMAKER MAGAZINE





BOARD OF DIRECTORS – 2017
 
STACEY A. DAVIS
The Law Firm of Stacey A. Davis, LLC
President, Sidewalk Board of Directors

BRETT SHAFFER
Consumer Banking Manger, Regions Bank
Vice President, Sidewalk Board of Directors

SHERRI S. NIELSON
Executive Administrative Assistant, Office of the Mayor, City of Birmingham
Secretary, Sidewalk Board of Directors

JAMIE PLOTT
Chief Financial Officer, Alabama School of Fine Arts
Treasurer, Sidewalk Board of Directors

BRENT BOYD
Owner / President, CityVision, Inc.

DAVID CARRIGAN
Restaurateur, Carrigan’s

PAT CLOTFELTER
Attorney, Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell & Berkowitz

BRAXTON COMER
Attorney

KRISTI CROSSLAND
Vice President Human Resources, Regions Bank

KEVIN GARRISON
Attorney, Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell & Berkowitz

DANA GARVIN
Realtor, Realty South

DILCY HILLEY
Vice President of Marketing, Greater Birmingham Convention and Visitors Bureau

EARL HILLIARD JR.
Attorney, Filmmaker, and Consultant
 

RASHADA LEROY
Owner, Leroy Media Group

KAREN MUSGROVE
Executive Director, Birmingham AIDS Outreach

DR. WEBB ROBERTSON
Civic Volunteer

DR. STEVE THOMAS
Retired, UAB, Director of the Burn Unit

JENNIFER WHITE
Manager of CS and Dispatch, Spire Energy

PHILIP WOODS
Owner, Philip Woods Homebuilder

ADVISORY BOARD – 2017

MICHELE FORMAN
Director, Media Studies Program, UAB
Immediate Past President, Sidewalk

ALAN HUNTER
Filmmaker / DJ, Sirius Radio

DAVID MCMAHON
Filmmaker

ELTON B. STEPHENS
EBSCO, Retired

STAFF – 2017

CHLOE COOK
Executive Director, Sidewalk Cinema + Film Center
(Formerly Alabama Moving Image Association)
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“Sidewalk is special—this 
organization has impact 
and influence far beyond 
Birmingham. What we do 
resonates on a national and 
international basis among 
the film community.” 

–WEBB ROBERTSON






